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Students’ Good Work

What can be done to improve the way of implementing the drug-
testing scheme?
5A So Shuk Yan

Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to the news article “Tsang certain school
drug tests will work™ on Aug 09, 2009. Personally, I support the pilot
drug-testing scheme because there are already thousands of students
taking drugs across the territory of Hong Kong and this is one of the
most urgent problems our society has to solve.

We know a cautious approach won’t deal with the problem and the
test needs to be implemented immediately; yet, I reckon the government
plan still lacks explanation and preparation.

On one of the largest online networks, Facebook, there are
different groups supporting or opposing the scheme. Surprisingly, there
are already 1,201 members who oppose to the testing and their voice is
quite obvious.

At first, I wondered why there were so many people opposing
the scheme, but later I finally understood that the general populace
is very concerned about the personal privacy of students and other
arrangements of the scheme, and that is where all the doubts are from.

Firstly, I think the government needs to spend more time explaining
the scheme itself before implementing it. It must be stressed that the
serious drug abuse problem among youngsters cannot be tolerated
anymore, so it is essential for the government to give this message
to the citizens. If the community realizes the urgency of introducing
the scheme, I believe it will not only make the implementation of the
scheme smoother, but also raise the public awareness towards the issue.

Secondly, the government has to prepare more thoroughly before
starting the scheme. Vicar general of the Catholic Diocese of Hong
Kong Father Michael Yeung Ming-cheung mentioned that the church
was not opposing all drug tests, but there was obviously not sufficient
manpower for the programme. I agree with Father Yeung, because we
won’t know how many students need to be counseled until the day the
test has been implemented. Therefore, the government should ascertain
that manpower is sufficient for the scheme.

Last but not least, in order to alleviate the worries that the scheme
may become an invasion of students’ privacy, the government should
also carefully examine the measures and specific legislation may even
be required.

Yours faithfully,
Yannie So
Tsuen Wan



Morning Reading Lesson 1

30/9/2009

Morning Reading Lesson 2

7/10/2009

(A Story-telling Activity

This year, 47 Library prefects rise to the challeng
to take up a new role as academic leaders to promote
reading. They no longer just serve humbly in the library,
but organize reading promotion activities outside
their comfort zone — the library. On 30/9, more than
1000 English books were selected and taken into

.all the classrooms by the reading ambassadors. In

7 “all S.1 to S.3 classrooms, the reading ambassadors

enthusiastically introduced the various collections
ranging from Harry Potter and Roald Dahl to even
Horrible Science, Geronimo Stilton and Magic School
Bus. Most ambassadors facilitated their presentation
with vivid audio-visual input. On 7/10, the ambassadors
further provided language support for each student to
prepare for their own sharing with classmates in the
next 2 reading lessons. It was encouraging to see the
Reading Ambassadors confidently encourage students
to read aloud, explain their drawing or express their
opinions. The scaffolding process really helped develop
students’ academic potentials. One’s reading habit
and ability is vital for one’s future success. Therefore,
though various maneuvers like Library Song* and Star

‘of the Day are used to boost borrowing, in the long run,
we aim to nurture more academic leaders to organize

reading clubs to ‘digest’ the valuable treasures of all 8

Key Learning Areas housed in the library.
(* Please go to our library website to enjoy the song sung by our
angelic School Choir)
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Natlve EﬂgllSh Speaklnggr_]l_ - e 2 Ms Carlson with students

The new native English-speaking teacher (NET), Ms Gayle Carlson 3C
(R: Reporters: Jessie Law, Joie Chan and Catherine Yiu; C: Ms Carlson)

R: Where do you come from?
C: Iam from Australia.

R: How long have you been in Hong Kong? Do you like Hong Kong?
C: This is my fifth year in Hong Kong. There are many things that I
like. My favourite thing in Hong Kong is the Star Ferry which I

think is a lovely way to travel across the harbour.

this at all. T realized how teachers can influence students even when they

R: What are the differences between schools in Hong Kong and don't teach them directly.
schools in Australia?
C: The main difference between schools in Australia and Hong R: As English is an international language, how can we improve our
Kong is that in Hong Kong the class sizes are much bigger. There English in our daily life?
are normally 40 students in each class here whereas in Australia C: Hong Kong students are very lucky because, although Cantonese
there are usually 30 or less. And in Australia the students are is their native language, in Hong Kong English is also an official
very active and are expected to take responsibility for their own language and there is a history of English being used here. So I
learning, whereas in Hong Kong, the students are more focused see English wherever I go in Hong Kong, everywhere the signs
on studying for exams. are in two languages and public announcements which are made,
for example on the MTR, are in English as well as in Chinese. So
R: How did you feel about Siu Ming (from the beginning till now)? students have opportunities everywhere in their daily lives to see
C: The students are very well behaved. There are no discipline English and to hear it spoken. But they have to concentrate to do
problems at all. The students are very serious about their work. this because naturally they listen to the Chinese or read the Chinese
And they are very pleasant, happy, cheerful and helpful. rather than the English. If they concentrate on English, it will really
help them to think about it in their daily life. As well as that, there are
R: Have you had any other working experiences apart from teaching? TV channels that are in English that students can easily watch every
C: No, I've been a teacher for many many years. day. Even watching just the news or the weather in English will help
to improve their listening skills. As well as that, they can find English
R: What was the funniest thing or the most satisfying thing that you on the internet and download some songs or some stories and they
have experienced in Hong Kong? can listen to English at any time of the day. Students should try to
C: I can tell you one example of a very satisfying thing. A student that I read something in English, like some newspapers, a magazine or a
didn’t teach and I didn’t know at all told me how touched and how happy book and they should try to listen to English every day. Little by little,
she was that I had spoken to her one day in English. She had been able if they do these on a regular basis, they will notice an improvement,

to speak to me and have a conversation with me but I didn’t remember even after just a few weeks.

Wt A Sicilian Becomes a Siumingian

By 3C Gloria Chaung & Dorothy Lau

Name: Marica Sinatra
Class: 4D

Birthday: 1.10.1993
From: Sicily, Italy
Hobbies: Classical dancing

Interview with Marica : : : g2 7

~ Whyare you taking part in this exchange program to Hong Kong?

o
It is because I think it will be a good experience and useful for #Marica with her friends

my future. Hong Kong has a very different culture from mine and
I can learn some Mandarin, which is also an important language.

Lexpect to become more mature after this exchange. ~ Everyone has the impression that Italians eat pasta or pizza for

most meals, is it really true? What do you think of the Chinese

~ You learn different subjects in Italy and here. What do you think meals, compared to your traditional ones?

of your new subjects? We'll also have pasta or pizza sometimes, like once a day but not
for all meals of course! We also eat cake, bread or sometimes we
go out to have McDonald’s! Now I have rice in most meals which
is quite boring but Ok. I especially love the Chinese dim sum,
such as spring rolls, rock cake ( S5Hi[#% ) and vermicelli roll.

They are all so delicious.

I have Technology and Living here but not in Italy. I think it is
quite interesting and I can be prepared for my future life.

~ We know that you learn Latin in Italy. Why did you choose this
language to learn?
It is compulsory, I did not have a choice. In Italy, there are three
extra years between Primary and Secondary school in which we
can choose to study in some specific categories. I studied in the
scientific school and Latin is one of the subjects we must learn.

~ Do you have any activities with your host family?
1 go to church with my host family every Sunday but I don’t do
this in Italy. Also we went out to have a barbeque once. That was
different for me because in Italy we have barbeques in our own

~  Whatis your religion? Is it strange for you to study in a Catholic school? garden! I love cycling along the coast with them too.

I'm a Christian; nearly all people in Italy are Christian too.
However we do not care about religion much, we don’t pray in
the morning at school.
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daily lives are full of
wonders of science.
We hope that all of
you will enjoy the fun ‘
of science. Science : e |
is so vitall!

By Science Club ‘Dissection of a frog’ is one

popular activities . With the gu
biology students, they dissecte
successfully. We all enjoyed inve
internal structures of frogs!

i Have you ever

thought of making
drawing paints by
yourselves? ‘Making
Edible Paints’ was
the first activity. By
- crashing the red It'sso colourful, isn't it?

s full of electrical devices but we have cabbage to extract

they-work. In the activity 'Connection of the purple pigment and added baking soda or

teacher Mr. Leling has taught us how to set i :
gl o oS toLONE US Mow to se lemon juice, we can make beautiful blue or red
rical devices. The junior students were

resting activity. colour.
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