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n 8th November 2012, twenty students of Woodgrove Secondary School

from Singapore, led by their teachers, Ms. Thevy and Mr. Sugi, visited our
school and spent a meaningful and cultural-educational trip with us. Programs
included our students’ Chinese and English Choral Speaking demonstrations,
4A Students’ Sharing session and a Class Observation (conducted by Ms. WC
Ng) with interactive activities between the visiting Singaporean students and
our S2C students. Most importantly, the highlight of this exchange program
was the 20-minute drama performance (GEMUK — meaning the dilemma
faced by a nowadays teenager) by our Singaporean visitors. Remarkably,
Gemuk has won the Best Performance
and the Best Actress Awards in the
Human Values Drama Festival 2012 in
Singapore. In this event, both teachers
and students were able to have a wider
horizon of knowledge and exposure and
benefited a lot from this eye-opening
experience brought from abroad.

woone ‘E SECONDARY SCHOOL \

{ | Drama Exchange &
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Animal Farm — Musical was one of the most spectacular
stage productions I've watched. Beginning with a
song, the story grasped my attention right from the start.

¢~ ‘Beast of England, beasts of Ireland,
: Beasts of every land and clime,
Hearken well and spread my tidings
Of the golden future time
Soon and late the day is coming,
Tyrant Man shall be o’erthrown,
And the fruitful fields of England
Shall be trod by beasts alone”

Not only did the song attract my attention like a magnet,
but it also gave me clues of what was going on in the
setting and how animals felt. Most of them weren’t too
happy with the current situation. To sum up, the animals
wanted to unseat Jones. Later on, they pulled together
in the battle, with Snowball, a swine, as the leader, and
Jones had to flee, which led to what happened afterwards,
like the fight between Napoleon and Snowball.

Symbolizing different historical personalities in Russian
history, the actors played an important role to bring
about the message from the author, George Orwell, to
the audience; people can be quite greedy at times, and
may even have the gall to do all kinds of things in order
to reach their own selfish goal, while some may sacrifice
themselves in order to satisfy the majority people’s needs.
Different attributes of the human race were depicted
clearly. It probably was due to the actors doing the actions
without reservation, which made them look natural and
let me see clearly how the characters felt judging by their
facial expressions, tone and movements on the stage.

The main characters’ personalities and attributes were
depicted explicitly through their dialogues. For instance,
the leader standing for equality, Snowball, repeatedly
announced, “All animals are equal!” “Please thank me for
taking up the power,” gloated Napoleon, in an exceptionally
arrogant tone. When all the animals were moaning, it's
the time for Boxer to show up, believing in whoever ruled
at that time, saying “Two legs good, four legs bad....
Napoleon is always right!”

Besides, the atmosphere was quite suitable and
awesome due to all the dancing and singing, which might
have looked funny, but at the same time displayed the
characters’ inner feelings. It looked fantabulous, especially
with all the shiny costumes. From the last row, | could see
glamorous clothes bouncing around as the actors danced
immersed in enthusiasm and grace.

Musmal by 2E1(C G’ngﬁLl Ty _—
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Moreover, the props looked fabulous as well. For instance,
a rotatable prop rotated for a few times to indicate the
change in scenes. Since it was made of wood, it looked
like what would belong to places in the countryside, like
the farm. Besides, there were things that looked like straw
and hay, making everything look more realistic, especially
when the actors slept all around the area, in a messy way
as the animals on the farms in reality.

The only thing | thought and regarded as not too
suitable is the fact that the costumes may have made
the dances look more compelling, yet it made it difficult
for the audience to distinguish which characters were
representing the rich and which were the poor, and what
animals they represented; it wasn’t clarified until it was
mentioned in dialogues. Besides, | would suggest that in
order to enhance interaction between the audience and
the performers, the actors can come forward and shake
hands with the audience.

On the whole, this is a memorable event, after all, | only
watch dramas or musicals once a year, which | really
cherish. Besides, | agree that learning is not only possible
in classrooms; especially English can be learnt elsewhere
as well, like in this case through watching musicals. After
watching the musical, | think, not only did | improve in
English, but | also learnt many meaningful things about
life.

F.2 and F.4 students went on an excursion to the Yuen
Long Theatre for the Animal Farm musical staged by
Theatre Noir on 8 March 2013.

F.4 and E.S students enjoyed the Lost World, from Page
to Stage drama performance produced by AFTEC at
Sai Wan Ho Civic Centre on 26 March 2013.

“The sound and music effects of the show, The
Lost World, were really impressive. | could hear
the sound of dinosaurs approaching, attacks of
a pterodactyl, water flowing in the river... as if |
was in the rainforest in South America!”

Christine Mak 5C

Winnie Lam,
Janice Yung
5C

“This is a story for those who dare to dream and
imagine the impossible! We should be as brave
as Miss White and as self-assured as Professor
Challenge. Even if no people believe in you,
you follow your dream.”
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he English Club organized an English Journey to

arouse students’ interest in English. The journey
started on the open days of our school’s 40th Anniversary.
Each F.1 and F.2 student got an English passport in which
they found tasks that they had to complete in the English
Room. The extremely long snake creeping on the wall of
the English Room is a word search game. The smartest
visitor found more than 100 words. It's amazing!

A wide range of interesting lunchtime games continued
after the Open Days. There were tongue twister chants,
Scrabble, free debates, etc.
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“Big black bugs bleed blue black blood but baby black
bugs bleed blue blood." Can you read it in 10 seconds?
The adorable Tongue-twister made everyone burst in
laughter. The most important thing is participants have
improved their pronunciation and sight-reading .

Have you ever wished that homework given by teachers
should be banned? | believe every student would say
"yes" to this question. In the free debate, students were
guided to think in different directions and express their
views in English. Students had great fun in discussing this
topic. They voiced out their ideas actively.
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Drama Faciiitates I.es

his year, the S2 Drama Half-Day Camp has successfully been conducted in late

March. Students are required to stage William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night ay
adoption or adaptation. In either approach, they had put tremendous effort to move
from page to stage.

Drama has long been accredited to be useful to develop students’ language ability and

Surgoe9 ], ¥ SurwIed ] ()

generic skills. Doubtlessly, participants expressed that they had improved speaking
skills while acquiring various drama techniques and acting skills. Apart from that,
students also indicated that they had come to know the importance of team spirit,
cooperation, division of labour and commitment in the preparation process. Each single
preparatory step could make a whole difference for the final outcome, which made
students aware of the significant relationship between planning and implementation.
Students spent lots of time to do rehearsals to ensure a smooth transition and a flawless
delivery. Unquestionably, their performances are great success.

Most prominently, students found that their confidence was boosted and that they
experienced joy in the learning process. A lot of them truthfully appreciated this kind
of learning method. Some claim that drama could help them explore other talents,
especially creativity!

Through Drama, English learning has become easy and fun for learners. They grasped
the essence of giving a successful performance: ‘hard work’, as they underwent
numerous rehearsals before the Camp. Similarly, ‘hard work’ is also the key to learning
of all kinds, language learning in particular.

ﬂg'l;impse of: our -actrelsses i
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Guest speaker, Ms. Claudia Mo ( EZER)
enlightened all the students with the talk “E

..A

JoedJ, »® Suruaed]

EEIREBIIEE". She clarified misconceptions

about the operation of the media and inspired all

Su1l

with her professional expertise. The Q&A session

facilitated students’ critical thinking and mastery

of the subject of Liberal Studies. (2.2013)
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